PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Application No.: 09/699,037 
Confirmation No.: 6766 
Filing Date: October 27, 2000 
Inventor: Steven G. Doughty 

Title: CONFIGURING KEYS FOR 



USE IN PROCESSING 
BUSINESS DATA 



§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 



Examiner: 
Art Unit: 
Atty. Dkt. No: 




DATE OF DEPOSIT; 



CERTIFICATE OF ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.8 



December 3, 2C 



Colbert, E. 
3696 

5053-31401 



COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

MAIL STOP: ISSUE FEE 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance 
and/or Applicant believes that the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance is incomplete. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the cited art does not teach or suggest the 
combinations of features set forth in the Applicant's claims. By way of nonlimiting example. 
Applicant submits the submitted references at least do not appear to teach or suggest the feature 
of defining by the user one or more key masks for the key definition, wherein defining by the 
user the one or more key masks comprises the user selecting a mask field value firom a plurality 
of mask field values for each of one or more mask fields in each of the one or more key masks, 
and wherein the plurality of mask field values comprises an equal mask field value and a 
wildcard mask field value, as recited in claim 79. Applicant notes that the Examiner's statement 
of reasons for allowance malces reference to "claim 76". Claim 76 has been cancelled, however. 
Applicant believes that the Examiner's may have intended to refer to claim 79 instead of claim 
76. 
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